St Winifred’s School* Music Syllabus

Music is an important focus at St Winifred's school. All classes receive one class lesson of a half an hour once a week. 
Lower School
Music is provided within the form environment to meet the requirements of the Early Learning Goals of the Foundation Stage and key stage 1 of the National Curriculum.
Upper School
From Year 3 until Year 6 - for children aged 8-11 years - music lessons are given by a music specialist and the attainment targets of Key Stage 2 of the National Curriculum are followed.
By the time the children have reached Year 6 they have been given opportunities to explore and use a widening range of sound structures; keyboards; xylophones; glockenspiel; ocarina and a variety of percussion.
Pupils are taught simple music notation and plenty of experience is given with singing, memorising songs and developing a repertoire of songs for enjoyment.
Listening and appraising takes the form of listening to music of various kinds and from different cultures and learning about composers and the range of musical instruments.
From Year 2, children are offered instrumental tuition by visiting specialist teachers. Tuition is available for piano, recorder, clarinet, saxophone, flute, violin and guitar. In Year 1 children may learn the ocarina. These lessons take place in separate rooms. Fees are paid for instrumental tuition in addition to normal school fees on a term basis. Pupils receiving this tuition may have the opportunity to enter the graded examinations of recognised examining boards.
In school assemblies the older pupils who play recorder contribute by accompanying the hymns selected.
Extra-curricular activities are provided by regular choir and orchestra clubs which children are encouraged to join. In the Autumn Term these groups, together with a recorder group, provide a concert for an old people's home and take part in the School's Christmas Carol Service.
During the Spring Term a music competition takes place, involving children of all ages and ability. Later in the term individual musicians take part in a concert for parents at a social evening.
Towards the end of the Summer Term the choir and orchestra, music groups and country dancing contribute to the demonstrations given by pupils at the annual Open Day and Summer Fete.
Finally the whole school is involved in a musical production at Speech Day, consisting of music and drama. The orchestra also contribute on this occasion by playing the school hymn.
Music is given particular emphasis at St Winifred's. Pupils are encouraged to participate, develop and extend their own talents and at the same time learn to appreciate the accomplishments of others.
The pupils are introduced to pieces of music in assembly and a hymn is sung daily in assembly. This is accompanied by the senior recorder group.
The whole school is involved in music and drama in the Christmas carol service and in the Speech day Musical play.

A high percentage of pupils receive group and individual instrumental tuition as optional lessons.
The Music Competition in the Spring term provides a major feature of the musical environment at St. Winifred's providing many opportunities for performing, individually and in groups; and for listening to others in the heats and in the Final competition afternoon.

Forms 3, 4, 5 and 6
The 'Sounds Topical' and the 'Sounds Musical' music programmes provide a core for the music teaching in these forms. These programmes are then supplemented with a variety of other resources.
1        Performing and Composing
· Memorise songs
· Sing back a musical phrase played on an instrument.
· Follow musical instructions and understand simple music notation and/or signals.
· Sing an expanding repertoire of songs Join in choir activities after school- optional— performing at concerts and events.
· Perform percussion accompaniment to a song
· Perform group percussion pieces
· Sing two part songs and rounds.
· Play an individual instrumental part in a group piece.
· Be introduced to the stave and music notation.
· Take part in orchestra, recorder or ocarina groups where possible.
· Rehearse and direct to develop skills and improve techniques, so as to take part in assemblies, open day, Carol service and annual musical play.
Plan and perform own projects/performances.
Explore and use a widening range of sound sources- recorders, keyboards, xylophones, glockenspiel, ocarina, variety of percussion.
Choose specific sounds and combination of sounds to accompany a poem, a piece of prose or a particular theme e.g. a storm.
Work in a group to plan a piece, devise some form of notation to teach the piece to another group.
Listening and Appraising
· Listen to music of various kinds. Listen to classical music, folk, jazz etc
· Understanding musical elements and able to explain them and interpret some of the signs related to them; pitch, duration, pace, timbre, texture, dynamics, structure.
· Learn to distinguish sounds made by a range of instruments, individually and in combination .Listen to Benjamin Britten's ' Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra.
· Listen to a range of instrumental and vocal music from early Classical and later periods.
· Listen to works of influential composers and learn some historical and musical aspects about them
· Talk about music heard in class, musical ideas, themes, reflection of mood, origin of composition.
Plan and perform own projects/performances.
Explore and use a widening range of sound sources- recorders, keyboards, xylophones, glockenspiel, ocarina, variety of percussion.
Choose specific sounds and combination of sounds to accompany a poem, a piece of prose or a particular theme e.g. a storm.
Work in a group to plan a piece, devise some form of notation to teach the piece to another group.
Teaching Resources
Percussion / untuned and tuned instruments; electronic keyboards, piano, glockenspiel, xylophone, ocarinas, recorders.
Song folders - Repertoire of songs constantly being added to with piano accompaniment. ‘Sounds Musical'   Music programme including CD
'Sounds Topical' Music programme including CD.
Various CD, Audiotapes. Theory Worksheets - Chappell.
'Bright Ideas' Music
‘Folens ' music courses 7-9 and 9-11 years
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* Note- ‘School’ refers to and includes After School Care, Before School Care, April House Nursery and St Winifred’s School
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