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Spellings

Dear Parents,



This term your child will be required to learn weekly spellings.  Spellings will be given on a Friday, and your child will have a week in which to learn them.  Then, on the following Friday, there will be a test where the children are expected to write the words in a test book (please note I do not keep to the same order as the original list to ensure they haven’t just memorised it!)

Your child will have two spelling books – a homework diary and a book in school for the test.  Please do not practise the spellings in the diary.  Find some scrap paper at home.  Please remind your child to bring their homework diary with them every Friday, in their reading book bag.

When helping your child to learn the spellings please use this method:

· LOOK really carefully at the word.  Talk about the shape of the word on the page, 

for example…

big

hat

one
drawing attention to ascenders (b d f h k l t) and descenders (j p q y g).  

This enables your child to visualise the words in their head.

· SAY the letter names.  Sound out the letters if it makes sense to do so 

e.g. ‘cat’ = ‘c-a-t’ please note that some words e.g. ‘one’ just have to be learnt and it would confuse a child to try and sound them out.

· COVER it up and try to picture it in your head.

· WRITE it carefully

· CHECK to see if you were right.  If not, try the whole process again.

Never just let them copy the word from one place to another, as that doesn’t teach them to spell!  Never try to learn spellings by just saying the letters out loud – always write the words down.

If possible, it is better to spend just 5 or 10 minutes every night, rather than leaving it all to one evening.

Good luck and thank you in anticipation for your support.

Yours,

Miss H. Green.

P.S. Please come and see me if you have any problems or concerns.
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