St Winifred's School* Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development Policy

St Winifred's School aims to promote the pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and, in particular, to develop principles for distinguishing between right and wrong.
The school curriculum should develop the pupils' knowledge, understanding and appreciation of their own and different beliefs and cultures, and how these influence individuals and societies. It is important that pupils develop an awareness of certain acceptable values which govern their responsibility for their own behaviour and health, their relationships with others, their place as trusted citizens in society and their concern for the environment, protecting it for future generations.
The National Curriculum's statement of values defines the objectives which the school's curriculum and pupil activities should achieve.
Pupils should learn the all human beings are unique, capable of spiritual, moral, intellectual and physical growth. On this basis, pupils should learn to:
· Develop an understanding of their own characters, strengths and weaknesses
· Develop self respect and self discipline
· Clarify the meaning and purpose in our lives and on the basis of this, decide how
we believe that our lives should be led.
· Make responsible use of their talents, rights and opportunities.
· Strive, throughout life, for knowledge, wisdom and understanding.
· Take responsibility, within our capabilities for our own lives and lifestyles.
Relationships with others are seen as fundamental to the development of ourselves and others and to the good of the community. In learning to value others pupils should:
· Respect everyone in our community
· Care for others and exercise goodwill in our dealings with them

· Show others they are valued
· Earn loyalty, trust and confidence
•
Work cooperatively with others
•
Respect the privacy and property of others
· Resolve disputes peacefully
In society pupils should learn to value truth, freedom, justice, human rights, the rule of law and collective effort for the common good. In particular, pupils should learn to value the family as a source of love and support for all its members and as a basis of a society in which people care for others. In learning about these values of society pupils should be encouraged to learn:
•
To be responsible citizens, honouring truth, integrity, honesty and goodwill in
public and private life.
· To refuse to support actions which would be harmful to others 
•     To support family values in caring for dependents
· To learn to appreciate the importance of family commitment and how it provides
children with security, love and happiness.
· To learn about the law and the legal processes
· To respect the rule of law and encourage others to do so

· To respect religious and cultural diversity
· To help to promote opportunities for all and offer others support

· To participate in the democratic process and to contribute, as well as benefiting
fairly to economic and cultural resources.
Finally the curriculum should aim to teach pupils to value our environment, both natural and shaped by humanity, as the basis of life and a source of wonder and inspiration. In being introduced to these values pupils should learn to:
· Accept that we have a responsibility to maintain a sustainable environment for future generations
•
Understand the place of human beings within nature
· Understand that we have a responsibility for other species
· Ensure that development can be justified
· Preserve balance and diversity in nature wherever possible

· Preserve areas of beauty and interest for future generations

· Repair, wherever possible, habitats damaged by human development and other
means
St Winifred's School* adopts many approaches throughout its curriculum to promote these values. Through morning assembly the pupils are made aware of many different issues. The practice of singing a hymn and a prayer or thought following the presentation of a theme contributes greatly to the pupils' spiritual, moral and cultural development. Each week a class presents their own class assembly through drama and poetry. All the staff take a turn in presenting an assembly to the school and topics covered are planned to include different festivals and faiths. There is a Harvest assembly and a special Easter celebration.
The Carol Service gives the school a particular opportunity to make special preparations in song, drama and Bible readings, involving all the pupils in the Christmas celebration.
Topics developing pupils' view of themselves and others are discussed and repeated through various ways in Religious Studies, English lessons, PSHCE, Circle time and in many assembly themes.
Pupils are aware of the code of conduct and the ways we measure acceptable behaviour. Positive reinforcement encourages good behaviour and this is employed regularly through the reward systems and through praise and encouragement.
Opportunities in many activities encourage success, the discovery of strengths and weaknesses and the growth of confidence and self respect. Effective communication activities encourage personal success and develop pupils' confidence.
House points, Good Work book signings, Star awards for endeavour and courtesy and the award systems in PE, gymnastics and swimming all help to build pupils' self esteem and confidence. The Speech day prize giving ensures that all pupils know that they have made personal achievement in the school year and this helps to develop self respect and respect for others.
Self discipline is developed through motivating pupils to participate fully, complete tasks, carry out duties and do homework and to respond appropriately to the school routine and to school rules.
Much emphasis is put on caring for others. This is achieved through the social interaction of all age groups, through the Prefect system, the Buddy System, through discussions in RS, PSHCE, Circle Time and in Assembly. The Code of Conduct is often referred to.
Emphasis is put on taking part, not necessarily winning and in appreciating others' success. Internal competitions, outside events and Achievement Assemblies provide opportunities to recognise others' strengths and talents, encourage practice in one's own talents and skills and to learn to work cooperatively in groups and to represent one's House or the school.
Respecting others' property and privacy and not causing others' distress is fundamental to the school's ethos. The school offers a secure and caring environment in which children can be happy. Any behaviour regarded as bullying or causing others harm is addressed. Pupils are encouraged to be honest, to discuss how to resolve an unhappy situation and make positive steps to ensure trusting and peaceful relationships in the future.
The School Council process, starting with pupils advertising their manifestos followed by a democratic election process and the ensuing school council representatives' meetings and participation by classes introduces pupils to the idea of representing the community for the common good. The School Council, Prefects and Buddies performing duties assist pupils in their understanding of carrying out responsibilities as citizens, recognising collective effort and supporting each other.
Many references to the value of family commitment, love, trust and support are made throughout the pupils' school life. The school is represented by many different cultures and family units and every pupil is made to feel equally important and valued. In all lessons, as well as Assembly, many aspects are focussed on to demonstrate the diversity of individuals, societies and cultures so that children learn to appreciate and value all humanity.
The support given many different charities every year encourages pupils to develop an understanding of the difficulties endured by others through no fault of their own and the fund raising ventures which take place help children in the school to show care and understanding and to build a sense of responsibility in helping the community. On occasions, too, the choir and orchestra have been involved in providing concerts for the local community.
In Science topics, PSHCE, RS, Circle time and through many other curriculum areas children learn to appreciate nature, animals and the wonder and beauty of the environment. The dangers of pollution and destruction to the environment are evaluated and discussed. Pupils are encouraged to appreciate art and literature and the language of poetry and prose which describe the breadth of humanity and the wonder of the world around us.
Opportunities in drama and in the Musical play at Speech day develop pupils' expression and understanding of characters and human situations.
History studies follow the span of progress throughout different historical periods and this study encourages an understanding of the consequences of the actions of humanity and the effects on the environment.
The effect of addressing the spiritual, moral, and cultural development of the pupils at
St Winifred's School is regarded as a crucial thrust of the school's curriculum, which aims to influence children's daily lives both now and in the preparation of their future lives. The school has always preserved this ethos and many of its traditions and its evolving practices have been based on its spiritual, moral and cultural awareness and its purpose to guide and influence pupils appropriately and effectively.
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